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April 21, 1975

licoarable Thomas F. Eaglaten
United States Senzte
Yashington, D.C. 20510

RN Jear Senator X gletau.

The il.S. Depertuent of the Interior Fish and Wildlife gervice
forvarded a copy of Hr. Geerge Clessoc's letter to this agency for a
resporse conceriing a largn tank of dioxin in the Springfielé arca.

Before coomunting ou the Disgxin gquestion, 1 would likc to vrieily
sddress another area mantioned in the letter, flueridatton of waler
X supplies. The Bepartuwent of lisglth, Zdecstien, and Welfave has progran
o respousibllity for tlds het since BYA providos techulcsl assistancs o
the Departeent I believe a respomse is appropriate. '

fodium fluoride and sodiun silicoflluoride were used as rodent
polsons at oee time bacauss these chemicgls are oot accuaunlativa aad
will not affect the fond clizin., &ddirioanlly, there g no gclastific
evideace demonstrating that fluoridation at proper levels will hava
aay adverse health affects. Soma 68 petional and world health organdi-
zatione endoras {luoridetivn. :

tiith rospect te the possikility of sedium fluoride in execssive
smoucta, wa would point out that the overege city using one wrillion
g3llconz of watar per day will use 1% pounds of ehamical par day. Im
- order to reach a pogsible harmful level, 38,000 pounds of sodixc
L luoride wduld have to be addad. Tha typilcal chamicel Ffeeder holds
oaly 100 pounds. ’

The Syntax Agritusicess, Iuc. facillcy at Verona doss heve
anprovimately 4,600 gallons of lexin (2,3.7.8-tetrachlorodibenszodioning
storad in a mild steel tank, This renz is situated on a solid conersta
glab survounded Ly a concrate <ike. ALY ldues connectioy thie tank
with sdjecert buildings have Leen discoennentad, rhoreby providing
total igsclation of the tank. Additionally, tha Dloxin is in the form
86 2 z0lid at atmespheric tempereturz and, tharefore, would not escape
avep if the storage tank shoold rapture.

Fven thovgh the material poses ne dangsr to the environmwget at
rresent, the Company wishes to dispose of it as soon a0 posalble. Tkey
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are prascotly zegotisting an agrsemoct with a &isposal eompany and |
expect the material will be desttucted within two oy three meoaths.

Frocadares for haudling the Dioxin ars velnx cosordinated betwaen cqn;
cerced Tedaral and Scate acancien. '
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He are pleased with the responsible mttitede beiny taken by ths
Syntex Agribusinaes, Ine. ip this matier, particularly since no Federsl
agescy has vegulstery avrhiority over prosleas of this natursa. The
Youic Substaonce Contrel Aet, Sgnate 3111 428, now Lcing copsidered by
the Congrcss weuld provide such suthorlty. :

If ve aay te of further asoistsnce, pleaae coatact us. -

Sincercly youts,

Jerome %. Svore
s . Bepional Adminigtrator .
s S . )
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